I. TO CREATE AN ACCOUNT:

· Create a Witness Slip Account:

· Go to:  http://my.ilga.gov/Account/Register
· Create an account with your email and password 

· You will get a confirmation email.  Click on the link in the email to verify your account.

· Log In.  Fill Out Your Profile information.

II. TO FILL OUT A WITNESS SLIP: 

NOW that you have an account and are logged in, when you click on a link to submit a Witness Slip, everything is filled out except for whether you are a Proponent or Opponent (make sure you check the right one based on the bill and the recommendation for the bill).  Check “Record of Appearance Only.”  Click “Create Slip.”

III. WHERE TO FIND OUT ABOUT WITNESS SLIPS?

Go to Witness Slip Project (Illinois) on Facebook

A lot of NGOs will talk about bills to support or oppose – follow them on Facebook

IV. WHY DO WITNESS SLIPS?

· Witness slips are read out in the committee hearings that occur at the beginning of the legislative process. They are getting more witness slips than ever before, which is probably largely due to us! The witness slips definitely influence the committee vote.
· It is more important and effective for us to focus on supporting the bills we like with witness slips, rather than opposing the bills we don't like.

· Witness slips are very important at the committee step of the process. Once a bill passes through committee and is eligible for floor votes, we need to keep supporting it in other ways. We should send emails to our state legislators, telephone them, and ask for meetings with them as individuals or in small groups to urge them to support specific bills. His main point here was that it's all a numbers game and that we should try to make as many points of contact with the legislators as we can. That is, contact them as many times as possible to urge them to vote for or against bills we consider important. We have to keep up this pressure throughout the legislative process.


V. MORE INFO:

· Repeatedly contacting legislators’ offices is very effective, because their staffs are very small, so if you keep calling and emailing, it's going to be noticed by the staff members and they are going to talk to the legislator and let them know that there's a lot of public outcry about specific bills. This will impact how they vote. They also log every call, email, and in-person visit into an internal database system and keep track of every single one. He said they can look up how many contacts they got from constituents on bills years in the past. They take this information very seriously.

· Some bills will be "shell bills.” Legislative rules require a bill to be filed before the filing deadline, but the rules also allow legislators to just file a shell bill (meaning that it doesn't really have any substance) and then they can amend later to fill in the substance. You can often tell whether something is a shell bill if you look at the text of the bill and you notice that it makes almost no changes to the text of the Illinois code. If it just changes a word or two, it's probably a shell bill. This means that we would want to go back and look at it later to see what substance was added later in an amendment. At that point, we can decide whether to support or oppose it.

· Resources? beyond reading the text of the bill on the ILGA website, there isn't really any resource that further explains bills, and that if we have trouble understanding a bill we should contact the office of the legislator who introduced that bill. The ILGA website tells us who introduced the bill. He also said that we should feel very free to contact legislators’ office with questions like this, and really, about anything. That's what they're there for. They want to hear from constituents, because that's where they get all their information about what they should be doing to represent us.

· Additional useful facts: Committee hearings are videotaped, and you can watch the videos on the ILGA website.
Most committees meet at the same time each week, so we can use this information to plan our outreach accordingly.
Committee hearings are public, so anyone can go and be an in-person witness. We may even be able to speak in front of the committee. If we have an expert regarding a certain bill, we can bring that person to Springfield and they can give actual testimony to the committee. We can contact sponsors of the bill to tell them we want to have an expert testify.
He said that Springfield is very open and it's very easy to talk to legislators there. You can walk around and talk to a bunch of them all at one time. So this would be another way to lobby for or against bills in person.
